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While today it is know as “the Small College of Big
Dreams,” SFC was founded in 1859 by Franciscan Brothers
as St. Francis Academy. Over two decades later, the
trustees of the school received permission from the state
legislature to establish a “literary college” under it's current
name, giving it the power to confer diplomas, honors, and
degrees.

In the years following, the school would continue to grow
exponentially, and by 1926 the growth had necessitated the
construction of a new facility on Butler Street. Following the
purchase of two office buildings from Brooklyn Union Gas
Company, the college would make the move to Remsen
Street.

While today it is know as “the Small College of Big
Dreams,” SFC was founded in 1859 by Franciscan Brothers
as St. Francis Academy. Over two decades later, the
trustees of the school received permission from the state
legislature to establish a “literary college” under it's current
name, giving it the power to confer diplomas, honors, and
degrees.

In the years following, the school would continue to grow
exponentially, and by 1926 the growth had necessitated the
construction of a new facility on Butler Street. Following the
purchase of two office buildings from Brooklyn Union Gas
Company, the college would make the move to Remsen
Street.

Shortly thereafter, it became a co - educational
institution and additional property was purchased on Remsen
and Joralemon Streets. Recently, the college has expanded
its facilities with the construction of a science building,
physical education complex, and the recently rechristened
Frank J. and Mary Macchiarola Academic Center.

Today, the college continues to thrive, with more than 2,500
students, and 16,000 alumni. Many distinguished public
servants, scientists, lawyers, business professionals, and
teachers call SFC their alma mater. As a result, alumni help
to continue on the mission of teaching and living the ideals of
Franciscan Spirit.

The Spirit at St. Francis
A History
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Alma Mater of
St. Francis College

Alma Mater, hail to thee!
Loyal Friends salute thee!
Memories of thy name recall,
Deep affection for thee!

Thy 1deals shall ever be,
Inspiration constantly,
Binding us together,
Binding us to thee!

Hail St. Francis, we thine own
Loyal to thee ever!
Sing the praises of thy name,
With accord together!

This the pledge we give anew,

Loyal to the Red and Blue!
Alma Mater, to thee!
Ever true to thee!

St. Francis College



Franciscan Spirit

Franciscan Spirit is dedicated to service and fellowship. Followers of the
Franciscan way are determined to educate themselves and others through example.
It is your duty to lend your knowledge and talents wholeheartedly.

One should strive to be fair and just regardless of creed, race, sexual
orientation, or social status. You should be strong in your convictions and dedicate
yourself and be loyal to all of your commitments. You should live your life in
moderation, following the belief that through wisdom and patience your life shall be
one of fullness and success.

You should seek out inner peace and, in turn, share this peace with others. You
should maintain this peace no matter what dilemma comes your way. You should
make every effort to achieve spiritual enlightenment and strive to be open-minded at
all times. This along with new found self awareness will enable you to see the needs
of your peers.

You should always be respectful and considerate in your actions. You should
do unto others as you would like others to do unto you. And finally, above all, you
should enjoy life and cherish every memory you make.

As you embark on on your new life be sure not to leave with out leaving
something behind for your successors. Remember the words of St. Francis, “it is in
the act of giving in which we receive.”

Let me not be tied down to poverty or praise and 1 shall be free.
free from the nagging ache of envy
free from all hurts of resentment.
free to love and forgive all.
free to do and say what is right, regardless of unpopularity.
free to wonder everywhere as inspiration guides me.
~St. Francis of Assisi
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Hadar Burger
Valedictorian Speech
Winter 2011

Dear Graduates,

Here are a few stories of several remarkable individuals who had a rocky start in life, but came out on top because they chose to
succeed. | decided to start with the story of an American president, to show my patriotism, though it might surprise you, | am not really from
here. Abe Lincoln was a man who failed in business at the age of 21 - his sweetheart died at the age of 26 - he had a nervous breakdown at
age 27 - he was defeated in 8 elections. And yet, he became the 16th president of the United States.

Albert Einstein did not speak until the age of four, he did not read until the age of seven. He was regarded as being “mentally slow,
unsociable, and adrift forever in foolish dreams”- against all expectations, in 1921; Einstein won the Nobel Prize in Physics.
Before reaching the top of the billboards, the Beatles were turned down by a recording company that said “we do not like their sound, and
guitar music is on the way out” - | bet those recording executives are eating their huts right now.

So why am | telling you all of these stories? These days everyone is asking us what are we going to do with our future? As | see it, we
have two choices. We can choose to survive only to get by, or we can choose to succeed! So my fellow graduates, future doctors, future
educators, future lawyers, future artists - we are the future of this country. Let us choose to flourish and to succeed. Now | know this is not
the Oscars, but there are some people here today that we should all thank.

First 1 would like to thank St. Francis College. | believe everyone will agree with me when | say this is a unique college where no
student gets lost in the crowd. This college is about people, equal opportunity, and humanity. There is nothing more important than that.

My journey here was quite remarkable. | came to St.Francis College 18 days after finishing my military service, totally in shock, barely
spoke English, and one woman took me under her wing, and went above and beyond to help me adjust. Dean Howell thank you, to me you
symbolize the good in people. | then began working at the Student Activities Office under the guidance and support of Ruben Gonzalez.
Ruben, first, thank you for opening the door for me. Second, thank you for being like a friend and a parent rather than just a boss. Naomi
Kinley and Cheretta Robson from the Career Center, you give your heart and soul to help the students, and | am here today to say we
appreciate that.

During the past two years | had the pleasure of working as an intern at an extraordinary company called National Grid. | would like to
take this opportunity to thank National Grid family and colleagues for being my mentors, and supporting me in each part of my journey.
Similarly, | would like to thank the Economic and Management Departments, and all the professors of SFC for sharing with us your
knowledge and guiding us throughout the years. | would also like to thank all of my friends for coming to support me on my special day.
You are my family here and I love each one of you.

Last but not least, | want to thank my family, and | am sure you can all agree with me that the people who deserve the most gratitude are
our families. Mom and dad | am lucky to have you as my parents, thank you for being there every step of the way, you gave me wings and
made me fly, and | simply adore you.

I would like to sign off with some words of wisdom, | may not have written them, but | certainly live by them “Work like you don't
need the money. Love like you've never been hurt. And dance like no one's watching. Happiness is a journey not a destination” (Unknown

Author).

Fellow graduates, | encourage each one of you to pursue your dream, and do it with passion.
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John Whelan
Valedictorian Speech
Spring 2012

Good Afternoon,

Members of the Board of Trustees, President Dugan, Distinguished Guests, Members of the Administration, Faculty and Staff, and
Fellow Graduates. | would first like to briefly thank some people very special to me. Dr. Sorrentino, Bro. Owen, Dr. Galgan, and Dr.
Berman—each of you gave me guidance and lessons that went beyond the classroom, and for that | am grateful. | will never forget the
example that each of you have set for me. Thank you. More importantly, | would like to thank my family, especially my Mother and
Grandmother, for their love and support, without which | would not be here today. | love you.

My fellow graduates, we live in a world driven by specialization and opportunity cost. Whether we are going on to graduate school, the
workforce, military service, or other endeavors, the skills we learn over the next few years will specifically serve the field that we enter. No
longer will there be the small T liberal learning that the College offered. For most, literature, history, and philosophy will have to make
room for technical training. One can only do something well if one takes the time to know it well, and the world needs professionals. This is
dignified work, which one should be proud of.

We should realize on this Graduation Day, however, that it is liberal arts education that made Saint Francis College special. The strong
core curriculum, particularly the nine credit requirement in philosophy, gave us the best of both worlds. Philosophy, such as in Plato's
Phaedo, teaches us that there is meaning beyond our immediate surroundings and more profound questions which must be asked. As helpful
as technology may be, our life is not defined by laptops, iPhones, and Blackberrys. Philosophy liberates us from such things. Even though
some of us may not realize it yet, this was the hope for our education at Saint Francis.

This is not to say that Saint Francis has not prepared us for the practical life as well. In fact, by having both, we will have the tools
necessary to become ethical accountants, ethical businessmen, ethical doctors, lawyers, and teachers, so that we can go into the world to
serve Christ faithfully. What do | mean by ethical? | mean that we cannot judge what is right only by what we want or only by what the
profession dictates or demands. How could we base morality on such things, especially since technology allows the world to change at such
a rapid pace? What is right can only come from what grounds reality, what is immutable, and beyond the changing world (the Forms, if you
will). Access to the immutable can only come from right reason cultivated by liberal education.

Besides the ethical considerations, it must be asked: how practical could an education be that is not rooted in the liberal arts? The skill
that you spent years cultivating could tomorrow be replaced by a machine or computer program. Studying that which never changes, the
common experience of all men throughout time, is the only thing which could provide the adaptability to thrive in such an economy.

We should all be grateful that Saint Francis has done a much better job than other institutions in preserving the liberal arts.

The reason why it has done such a good job is because of what some perceive as the Saint Francis’ weaknesses. Our College is not, after
all, a prestigious university with a large student body, campus, and dormitories, but a small commuter college. Such qualities, not the least
among which is our Catholic identity and mission as humbly safeguarded by the Franciscan Brothers, have prevented St. Francis from falling
into temptations as other college and universities, even Catholic ones, have. This temptation is to think of the college or university as just a
campus, that the edifice of the campus is what defines the institution. But what should really define a college is whether its students’ souls
are nourished. While St. Francis’ campus may not be the marvel that some other colleges’ are, through liberal education, it nourishes the
souls of its students; because of this we chose well for coming here. Hopefully, St. Francis will continue to nourish the souls of its students
for many years to come.

Congratulations and God Bless!
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Sade Falebita
Senior Reflection

When 1 first arrived at St. Francis College, | did not know what to expect as | entered the
“Small College of Big Dreams” but by the end of that day Brother George welcomed me with a full
scholarship and acceptance into the honors program.

Five years later at the age of 21, | graduated with a B.A. in Communications: Film and
Broadcasting and a B.S./M.S. in Accounting, and will be starting my career with one of the top
four accounting firms in the world. My time at SFC has truly been a blessing and | will never
forget the community that helped raise me to be the young mature woman that | am today.
Involvement in clubs and organizations such as the African Club, SFC Today, the Accounting
Society, and Student Government Association helped build my character and provided me
with the skills necessary to succeed beyond college. |1 gave SFC my all and in return | achieved
more than | ever imagined.

I would like to thank God, my family, friends, the administrators of the Career Center, Office
of Student Activities, Communication Arts Department, and Department of Media Relations for
guiding me and mentoring throughout the years. | will be forever grateful to Professor Mark
McSherry for providing constant support and encouragement, always challenging me to explore my
field beyond the textbook.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail.” Over the years | have learned that it is important to make the
most out of every opportunity. Your college experience is what you make of it and | am glad that |
made the most out of my time here. | hope that my actions have left a trail that can inspire others to
take action and make a difference.

I want to encourage my fellow graduates to embrace their talents, network, and discover what
the world has to offer. Do not be afraid to take risks and pursue new endeavors. Most importantly,
remember that as you make your mark you have the power to initiate a butterfly effect that can
change the world.

St. Francis College



Josip Jurcevic
Senior Reflection

Congratulations, Class of 2012. We finally did it! “Finally” being the key word, yet it is a
bittersweet one. It all happened so fast.

I cannot even imagine how my life will be after graduation. I will truly miss members of the
SFC administration and faculty, my friends and teammates, and familiar faces that made my college
career such an amazing and important time in my life. On graduation day, in addition to our
diplomas, | believe each of us will leave with strong friendships, unforgettable memories, and
life changing experiences.

For those of you who do not know me, | was that water polo kid from Croatia who was all over
the campus. You probably saw me working with Dean Howell, Nurse Deborah, Ruben, and
Cheretta, among many others. St. Francis was my second home. | literally spent my days working,
studying and practicing. Yet I have no regrets; | had the most amazing time, as | know all of you did
also. However, there were some tough times. And although each of us had our fair share of ups and
downs, in the end, we can agree that it was all well worth it. This is what makes graduation special.

As cliched as it sounds, when | first came to this country, | really did not understand what it
meant when people referred to St. Francis College as one big family. Four years later, I can tell you
that this family showed myself and countless others nothing but love and generosity.

Now as we begin to go our separate ways, | want to challenge each of you to never forget that
the “Small College of Big Dreams” granted us many wonderful opportunities. And by saying that, 1
am calling you all to join me as a proud alumnus, whom is ready to give back and develop our future
SFC Terriers.

God Bless you all,
-Josip Jurcevic

“To unpathed waters, undreamed shores.
William Shakespeare
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Class of 2012
Senior Portraits
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Rocky Terrier

Sports Management

...................



Faculty, Staff
and Administration
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A Look Inside
180 Remsen Street
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ATHLETICS

HOME OF THE
TERRIERS!
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Roster: Dre Calloway, Jalen Canon, Kevin Douglas, Akeem
Johnson, Brent Jones, Matt Milk, Ben Mockford, Justin Newton,
Mike Nierva, Travis Nichols, Stefan Perunicic, P.J. Santavenere,

Milos Trivic, Lowell Ulmer

Coaches: Glenn Braica, Andy Johnston, Clive
Bentick, Danny Nigro
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Roster: Sarah Benedetti, Stefanie Bingham,
Katie Fox, Kiley Grabbe, Colette Hounshell,
Madeline Jankowski, Jessica Kaufman, Ozana
Marginean, Kelly Myers, Jasmin Robinson, Eilidh
Simpson, Kim Snauwaert, Jaymee Veney

Coaches: Brenda Milano, John Thurston, Dionne
Dodson, Kaitlyn Vican

The Small College of Big Dreams

51



52

St. Francis College

Coaches:
Dawn Gugliaro
Michael D'Ambrosio

Roster:
Kaitlin Caspar
Shanna Chepelsky
Marissa Gargiulo
Marissa Padovano
Alyson Piergiovanni
Kristina Terpo
Amelia Tonyes
Jennifer Vreeland



Women's Roster:

Jovana Bojinovic

Akuila Edwards

Natasha Edwards
Ewa Opala

Camille Petrizzo

Arianna Van Sluytman

Sara Sooy

Men's Roster:
Rafael Angobaldo
James Brennan-Tsang
James Chung
Daniel Gonzalez
Martin Grunin
Tita Mba
Danlahdi Robinson
Alexander Tokarz

Coaches:
Arthur Velnik
Chad Davis

The Small College of Big Dreams
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Roster:
Frankelly Fernandez
Michael Gale
Joseph Gilhuley
Paul Gilhuley
Ratal Ksepka
Anthony Morales
Brian Nersten
Tozar Roberts
Jason Stapleton

Coaches:
Kyle Brown
Laureen Kurtin
Anthony Liriano
Richard Squire
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Roster:
Charisma Clerk
Alexandra De La Cruz
Mary Gallagher
Rosemarie Petrizzo
Pathwahandi Silva
Taia Thomas
Jasmin Viera
Atoya Webb

Coaches:
Kyle Brown
Laureen Kaurtin
Anthony Liriano
Richard Squire
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55



Roster: Richie Arkol, Gabriel Bagot, Farzan Bigedli, Liam Burton, James Caicedo,
Victor Claesson, Tyler Clarhaut, Olakunle Davies, Giorgio Ferrara, Klement Gjushi,
Ben Graver, John Johansson, Frank Lopez, Riccardo Milano, Adam Maabdi, Jonas
Pantelids, Ronny Schafer, Aldo Toma, Bryant Vargas, Robbie Weir, Wesley Woodey,

Simon Ytterbom, and Marcello Zuccaro
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Men's Roster:
Zachary Chyz
James Duffy
David Smith
Steven Stuto
Adam User

Head Coach: Jeff Clarke

Women's Roster:
Carla Biggs
Rebecca Kerry
Adrianna Rumayor
Lauren Suarez

Head Coach: Julio Campuzano
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Roster:
Gabriel Bagot
Akeem Brooks
Christian Cardy

Shawn Carrington
Trevon Coerbell
Olakunle Davies
Marko Dzigurski
Adian Ewart
Frankelly Fernandez
Michael Gale
Joseph Gilhuley
Paul Gilhuley
Johnathan Harrison
Nicholas Ingram
Corey Jones
Sherwayne Kenton
Ratal Ksepka
David Lonnberg
Adam Maabdi
Anthony Morales
Ricardo Nation
Brian Nersten
Tozar Roberts
Jason Stapleton
Dominick Vilsaint
Simon Ytterbom

Coaches:
Kyle Brown
Laureen Kurtin
Anthony Liriano
Richard Squire
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Roster:
Dominique Burrus
Hadiisha Butts
Jovana Ciric
Charisma Clerk
Alexandra Delacruz
Mary Gallagher
Krystianni Hills
Stephanie Morales
Rosemarie Petrizzo
Stephanie Semon
Pathwahandi Silva
Shakaya Slay
Taia Thomas
Jasmin Viera
Grace Vixama
Jetiea Williams
Laura Yancy

Coaches: Kyle Brown,
Laureen Kurtin, Anthony Liriano
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Roster:

Ella Aiwohi
Marion Altamirano-Alanis
Savanna Bailey
Cami Bird
Kacie Davis
Ewelina Gorecka
Nofar Hagag
Paige Hardy
Alana Hernandez
Jemma Hinkly
Ryenn Lyons
Kristina Rudko
Paloma Szivos
Regina Toth
Hanin Turkey

Head Coach: Megan Husak

Assistant Coach: Ben Barnett



Coaches: Igor Samardzija, Nikola Djuric, Srdjan Mihaljevic

Roster:
Marko Dzigurski
Szabolcs Erdei
Marko Gencic

Aleksander Jakovljevic
Josip Jurcevic
David Lonnberg
Igor Mladenovic
Guram Nozadze

Aleksandar Pantic
Tyler Perkins
Richard Polgar
Luka Raic
Filip Sasic
Nemanja Simonovic
Bosko Stankovic
Balint Toth
Tamas Toth

Vuk Vujosevic
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Roster:

Ella Aiwohi
Marion Altamirano-Alanis
Savanna Bailey
Campbell Bird
Sarah Darwish
Kacie Davis
Andrea Dolnay
Lyndsey Frank-Cutone
Ewelina Gorecka
Paige Hardy
Alana Hernandez
Jemma Hinkly
Meghan Leotta
Ryenn Lyon
Anastasia Nicholson
Kristina Rudko
Alexander Santo
Paloma Szivos

Demi Wood
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Coaches: Brian Guidera, Andrew Hartshorne, Lindsay Wiegle

Roster:

Rene Brown
leonardo Dupres
Szabo Erdei
Cory Klingener
Gareth Livingstone
Timothy McCormick
Michael Orlando
Jon Pepaj
Tyler Perkins
Andrew Reed
Kyle Rivadeneyra
Oleksandr Shevchenko
Bosko Stankovic
Balint Toth
Tamas Toth

John Wisniewski
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Roster:
Abby Clear Head Coach: Micah Acoba
Kamalei Clifton
Jayma Copeland
Marina Georgieva
Naomi Flinders
Michelle Flores
Ali Long
Feliz Ramirez
Amanda Rojas
Jillian Tracy

64 St. Francis College












Students Todav...



|_eaders Tomorrow
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Sororities at SFC....

Epsilon Sigma
Phi Sorority
was founded in the
summer of 2010, and
IS @a community
service based
organization, whose
local philanthropy is
with Sloan
Kettering memorial.

Kappa Theta
Nu Sorority
was founded in the
spring of 2011. Their
primary philanthropy is
childhood diabetes.
The group also
promotes women's
studies and community
development.
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Sisternood with Purpose

Omega Mu
Gamma
Is a frorority that was
established at
SFC in the
fall of 2011.

Alpha Sigma
Sorority, Inc.

Is a regional, social
sorority that was
founded at SFC in 2006.
Their primary
philanthropy is
centered around
Children with Autism.

The Small College of Big Dreams 71



Campus Fraternities

Alpha Phi Delta
Fraternity, Inc.
Is a scholastic and
social fraternity,
whose Beta Sigma
Chapter was founded
at SFC in 1962.

Tau Kappa
Epsilon

Is a National, social

fraternity that was
founded during the

fall of 2010. It's
primary philanthropy
IS the

St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital.
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Winter Commencement

St. Francis College

Baccataureate Mass

St. Charles Borromeo
Roman Catholic Church

January 23, 2012

Rev. Edward Doran, Ph.D
Celebrant

Best Wishes to all of our Graduates!
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Student Life & Activities
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SGA Awards
Dinner
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Charter Day
April 27, 2012
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Special thanks to the following offices:

Lord, make me an instrument O Divine Master, grant that | may
of your peace. not so much seek to be consoled as to
Athletics
Where there is hatred, let me console; _
Government Relations
sow love. to be understood, as to understand;
Special Events
Where there is injury, pardon; to be loved, as to love. o
S . Student Activities
Where there is doubt, faith; For it is in giving that we receive:
Where there is despair, hope; it is in pardoning that we _ '
Portrait Photographer: Thornton Studios
Where there is darkness, light; are pardoned,; ]
o . Publisher: Lauren Forsch, Herff Jones
and where there is sadness, joy. and it is in dying that we are born to

120 St. Francis College eternal life.



