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King Hussein of 
Jordan (right) 

visits the West Bank of 
the Jordan River in 
October to show 
support for the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
talks and the 
establishment of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. It is Hussein’s 
first visit since Jordan 
lost the territory to 
Israel in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli War.
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In November, a hijacked 
Ethiopian airliner crashes 
after running out of fuel. 
The crash occurs near a 
resort beach in the 
Comoros Islands in the 
Indian Ocean. At least 
123 of the 175 people 
on board die, including 
the hijackers.

After 36 years, Central 
America’s longest civil 
war ends when Indian 
rebels and military 
leftists sign a truce 
in Guatemala.

British Telecommuni­
cations agrees to 
purchase MCI 
Communications for up J 
to $21 billion in 
November. The deal is VC 
the biggest foreign T 
purchase of a U.S. 
company ever concluded.

Alija Izetbegovic, leader of 
I Bosnia’s Muslim Party of 

Democratic Action, is elected 
chairman of the country’s new 
three-person presidency in 
September. The election is held 
in accordance with provisions 
of the U.S.-brokered Dayton 
peace agreement.

Toronto, Canada on 
October 25 to protest 
cutbacks in social 
services by the Ontario 
government. 
Thousands of people 
march through the city 
during “Metro Days 
of Action,” organized 
by labor and social 
activists. AP/Wide World
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Russian
T President Boris 

Yeltsin wins reelection in 
July, despite persistent 
health problems. After 
successful heart 
surgery in November he 
returns to work.

A U.N.-negotiated treaty 
banning chemical 
weapons worldwide is set 
to take effect in the 
spring. The treaty 
prohibits the 
development, production, 
stockpiling or use of 
chemical weapons, and 
calls for the destruction 
of existing supplies. The 
treaty is signed by 160 
nations, including the U.S.

The Miss World beauty 
pageant, held in Bangalore,

India in November, raises a storm of 
protests, some violent, including one 
by a group threatening to stage a 
mass suicide during the pageant’s 
telecast. A new Miss World is crowned 
without incident.

Reuters/Archive Photos

A pipe bomb explodes in 
Centennial Olympic Park after

the first day of competition at the 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta. Flags fly 
at half-mast to mourn the 1 person 
killed and more than 100 injured.

_ Pope John Paul II undergoes 
surgery for an inflamed

appendix in October. His chief surgeon, 
Dr. Francesco Crucitti, announces that 
the 78-year-old leader of the Roman 
Catholic Church is free from "previously 
undiscovered serious ailments.”
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_ A lone 
gunman kills 

16 kindergartners, 
their teacher, and then 
himself, at a Dunblane, 
Scotland school in 
March 1996. A month 
after the tragedy, 
officials tear down the 
school gymnasium in 
which the shootings 
occurred.
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Anti-American Saudi 
i terrorists are 

blamed for a truck bomb 
that kills 19 U.S. service 
people on June 25 in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 
Mourners grieve at a 
memorial service held in 
Khobar, Saudi Arabia.

. In a group so 
large it could be 

tracked by satellite, 
hundreds of thousands 
of refugees abandon 
camps in Zaire in 
November and begin a 
journey home to 
Rwanda, which they had 
fled to escape a civil 
war. Closing of the 
camps forces the 
refugees to flee.
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Cg* Mass graves containing the 
bodies of Muslims, allegedly 

murdered by Serbs in 1992 during the 
Bosnian civil war, are excavated in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina throughout the 
year as a shaky peace negotiated in 
1995 continues.

More than 300 Tutsi refugees 
in the African country of 

Burundi are slain by Hutus, a rival 
ethnic group. The covered bodies, 
mostly women and children, illustrate 
the ferocity of the conflict.

Israeli right-wing leader 
l Benjamin Netanyahu wins 

the May 1996 election for 
Prime Minister, defeating Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, whom 
many Israelis think is making too 
many concessions to Israel’s 
Arab neighbors.


