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BASKETBALL

The 1946-47 Season

F ollow ing  th ree  very lean  w ar years, 
th e  St. F ran c is  T e rrie rs  en te red  upon  
th e ir  1946-47 b ask e tb a ll season w ith  h igh  
hopes. W hen  th e  first call fo r cand idates 
was posted  early  in  O ctober, some eighty 
fellow s tu rn e d  out. C oach Joe B ren n an , 
a fte r  w atch ing  th e  boys w ork  ou t a few 
tim es, n a rro w ed  th is  n u m b e r  dow n to 
w h a t he considered  th e  best in  th e  school. 
A m ong those  chosen to  rep re sen t th e  
school on th e  co u rt w ere m any  m em bers 
of la s t y ea r’s varsity  and  also m any  re ­
tu rn in g  serv icem en w ho h ad  p lay ed  v ar­
sity  b a ll in  p rev ious years.

By th e  tim e  th e  first w histle  was about 
to  b low , a s ta rtin g  q u in te t of E m il M ele, 
Steve F e rra ro , Jo e  D olan , Jack  Z eitler, 
and  H a l G rady  h ad  been  selected. T he 
o n ly  S en io r on th e  team , an d  an ex- 
M arine  officer, Steve F e rra ro  was elected  
to  be  th e  cap ta in . T h e  te a m ’s G arden  
schedu le  was com prised  of th e  fo llow ­
in g : N . Y. U., L ou isiana  S tate , W est V ir­
g in ia , La Salle , and St. Jo h n  s, th e  fo r­
m er th re e  b e ing  ra te d  am ong th e  n a ­
tio n ’s to p  qu in ts .

R o llin g  over th e ir  first tw o o p p onen ts 
by  sizeab le  m arg ins, th e  F r ia rs  en te red  
th e  E ig h th  A venue a ren a  fo r  th e ir  con­
te s t w ith  th e  h ig h ly  favo red  V iolets. 
T h e  T e rrie rs  p roved  to  be “bees” fo r th e  
V io lets. A t in te rm iss io n  tim e  th e  score 
was d ead lo ck ed  a t 22-22, by  v ir tu e  of 
M ele’s long  set sh o t ju s t  te n  seconds 
b e fo re  th e  buzzer. T h e  W ash ing ton  
H e ig h ts  boys ra llie d  in  th e  second h a lf  
to  dow n those  pesty  T e rrie rs , b u t th e  
la tte r  show ed th a t  th ey  w ere to  be reck ­

oned  w ith .


