
up th e  th re a d  of ou r n a rra tiv e , w hich, p r io r  to  th is  was ju s t so m any  b its  of 
silk, to rn  asu n d er by forces beyond o u r con tro l, bu t once again  u n ited  and  
woven to g e th er a fte r m any d is jo in ted  years. O ur S en io r Y ear opened  in  S ep­
tem b er 1946 w ith  th e  tra d itio n a l “ Mass of th e  H oly  G host” in  St. P a u l’s 
C hurch . N ot only  d id  th e  school year open  b u t also o u r eyes— w ide o p en — at 
th e  sight of th e  g igantic  size of th e  F resh m an  Class— abou t 350 s trong  th ey  
w ere— th e  largest in  th e  h is to ry  of th e  College. W e anxiously  w aited  to  see w hat 
k in d  of hazing  w ould  tak e  p lace ; m uch  to  o u r d isap p o in tm en t none d id . T h e  
d isap p o in tm en t we fe lt w hen th e  hazing  fa iled  to  com e off was rep laced  w ith  
a sp ir it of op tim ism  w hen th e  S oph-Frosh  S m oker and  th e  re su lta n t Soph- 
F rosh  H op  proved  to be huge social successes. W e w ere sure th a t F ran c iscan  
S p irit was s till a rea lity  em bod ied  in  o u r low er classm en.

As fo r onrselves, we w ere faced w ith  th e  p rospect, in  m ost cases, of assum ­
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ing  e x tra  heavy  schedules, w hich  m ean t m any  long hours b o th  in  and  ou t of 
class. O u r m a in  in te re s t was to  com plete  o u r college courses w hich  h ad  begun 
m any  years ago and  fit ourselves fo r th e  task  of find ing  ou r respective places 
in  life . T hose of us w ho fin ished  o u r courses in  F e b ru a ry  w ere fo rtu n a te  in  th a t  
we co m p le ted  th e m  u n d e r  th e  w ar-tim e regu la tions w hich  h ad  suspended  com ­
p reh en siv e  exam s. W e le ft th e  o th e r h a lf  of th e  Class o u r condolences, fo r th ey  
h a d  th e  h o n o r of be ing  th e  first class to  be re-sub jected  to  th a t p re-w ar fo rm  
of m e n ta l to rm en t.

O n th e  l ig h te r  side of school life , we anxiously  aw aited  th e  open ing  of th e  
b a sk e tb a ll season, confiden t th a t  “o u r” team  was th e  best in  th e  land . F a th e r  
“ M oose” M cC orm ack h ad  to ld  us th a t  a t th e  P ep  R ally  ju s t befo re  th e  first 
gam e. A lth o u g h  th e  official records m ay n o t b e a r ou t th a t  sta tem ent, th e  boys 
ce rta in ly  p ro v id ed  us^with th r ills  galore in  and  ou t of th e  G arden.

Sketchy  as th is  h is to ry  m ay be, th e  rich est p a r t  of it  lies in  o u r in d iv id u a l 
h ea rts . E ach  of us has h is own personal “ class h is to ry ” , as seen th ro u g h  his own 
eyes. I t  w ould  seem  to p ro fan e  those sacred tho u g h ts  to a tte m p t to  cap tu re  th em  
in  th e  w ritte n  w ord, and  so we leave th em  unm olested  and  inv io lab le .
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