
A m idst th e  confusion  of th e  new ly ad ju sted  s tu den ts last O ctober, th e  first 
issue of th e  Voice ap p eared . F rom  a ra th e r  slow beg inn ing , th e  s tu d en t p u b ­
lica tio n  g a th ered  jo u rn a lis tic  m om en tum  w ith  each succeeding issue, and  so 
a tta in ed  th e  stan d ard s of a respected  co lleg iate  new spaper. R ising  above difficul­
ties, ch ief am ong w hich  was th a t alm ost th e  e n tire  staff was new , th e  V oice hav ing  
been  suspended  d u rin g  th e  w ar, th e  college p a p e r  ap p ea red  reg u la rly  th ro u g h ­
ou t th e  year. T he E d ito r , Jo h n  L ynch, and  h is assistants, Joe H ealey  and  J im  
Cusack, ca re fu lly  p lan n ed  each issue, h o p in g  th a t every  succeeding ed itio n  
w ould be even b e tte r  th an  th e  last. T he large staff a ided  in  hav ing  each  ed itio n  
ou t in  tim e  by fu lfilling  th e ir  assignm ents p ro m p tly . “ Sm iling” Joe H ealey , b e ­
sides being  associate ed ito r, co n tr ib u ted  to “ T h e  W orld  T o d ay ” , “ Je s tin g ” J im  
C usack ed ited  th e  sports section, and k ep t th e  s tu den ts in fo rm ed  on th e  la test 

news in  th e  field of sports w ith  h is co lum n “ R id in ’ T he P in es” . T h e  one w ho 
saw all in  “Disa and  D ata was B ill M cG rath , business m anager, w ho p o rtra y e d  
th e  an tics of th e  studen ts. O w ing to th e  large  en ro llm en t of v e terans, a new  
fea tu re , “ T he V e te ran ’s C o rn er” , u n d e r th e  pen  of C h arlie  Silva was added  to  
p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  for th e  vets of St. F rancis . “ T h e  T h ird  D egree” , w ith  its 
ra th e r  p o in ted  questions, and  various answ ers p ro v id ed  som e h u m o r on th e  
fo u rth  page. B ill F itz g e ra ld ’s re lig ious co lum n in fo rm ed  th e  s tu d en ts  of th e ir  
re lig ious du ties, w hile  “In  R e tro sp ec t” by Joe G aetano  delved  in to  th e  arch ives 
of th e  V oice, te llin g  of past occurrences a t St. F ran c is  College. E very  p u b lic a ­
tio n  date , J im  B ren n an , th e  c ircu la tio n  m anager, could  be seen in  th e  V oice
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office b u sily  engaged  in  sending  copies ou t to those who w ere on th e  m ailing  
list. As th e  saying goes, every hody  w ants to get in to  th e  act, and  everyone on 
th e  staff d id .

F r id a y  was th e  d ead lin e— a hectic  day fo r th e  staff as w ell as th e  ed ito ria l 
B oard . T h e  e d ito r  w ould  be bang ing  his head  if an a rtic le  was m issing; the  
o th e r  m em b ers  w ere busy fin ishing up  articles. Yes, on those days th e  Voice 
office show ed g rea t signs of ind u strio u s labor. W hen th e  dust h ad  se ttled , 
p ap e rs  s to p p ed  flying, and  w riting  ceased, th e  artic les w ere stuffed in to  an 
enve lope  and  sen t to  press. M aking up the  “dum m y” cam e an o th e r day, and 
p ro o f-read in g  yet a n o th e r day. By such a process th e  p ap e r ap p eared  regu larly . 
W ith  a ll th e  h a rd  w ork, headaches, and  w orries, th e re  was m an ifested  a tru ly  
f r ie n d ly  sp ir it  am ong th e  m em bers of th e  staff, and  at th e  end of th e  year, the  
staff can  say th a t  th e  sa tisfac tion  received from  w riting  was w ell w orth  th e  
e ffo rt p u t in to  th e  s tu d en t p u b lica tio n  of ou r College.

T h e  year, ’46-’47, in  one of th e  past ed ito ria ls  of th e  p ap er, was en titled  
“ T H E  Y E A R ” . C erta in ly  it  has lived up to th a t nam e. T h ere  was a host of 
C ollege news, and  th e  Voice tr ie d  to  cover every th ing  in  th e  best possible 
m an n e r. A bove all, th e  Voice tr ied  to  serve th e  in terests  of th e  studen ts, for th e  
ed ito rs  alw ays k e p t it  in  m ind  th a t th is  was and is th e  m edium  of stud en t 
o p in io n  and  th o u g h t and  also a m eans of influencing studen ts on in te rco lleg ia te  
affairs. T h e  ed ito rs  and  staff tr ied  to en k in d le  and  fan th e  sp irit th a t we, here  

in  St. F ran c is , call F ranciscan  S p irit.


