
STUDENT
COUNCIL

W ith  th e  re-ac tivation  of th e  various stu d en t activ ities, th e re  was a defin ite  
need  fo r o rganized  stud en t governm ent in  th e  College. A ccord ingly , one of th e  
m ost im p o rta n t tasks th a t faced the  stu d en t body  last S ep tem b er was th e  
e lec tion  of class rep resen ta tiv es  to th e  S tu d en t C ouncil. As th e re  was n o t suffi­
c ien t tim e  to follow  th e  constitu tio n a l p ro ced u re  in  th e  e lec tion  of a p resid en t, 
th e  C ouncil itse lf selected E d F lem ing  fo r th a t position .

E d , w ho h ad  been in  a tten d an ce  at th e  College p r io r  to th e  w ar and  had  
h ad  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  of hav ing  seen th e  S tu d en t C ouncil in  ac tion , p roved  to  be 
a very  su itab le  lead er especially  fo r th e  in n a u g u ra tio n  of such a p rog ram . 
U n d er his gu idance, the  S tuden t C ouncil assum ed th e  pow ers and  p riv ileges 
accorded  it  u n d e r th e  co n stitu tio n , and s tu d en t governm ent soon perv ad ed  
every phase of college life. C o o rd in a tio n  and  superv ision  of social ac tiv ities 
was th e  biggest p ro b lem  th a t had  to be u n d e rtak en . W ith  so m any  s tu d en t 
o rgan iza tions and classes asp irin g  to com pete  socially  w ith  one an o th e r, conflicts 
in  schedu led  dances, sm okers, etc., had  to be care fu lly  e lim in a ted  to  assure 
eq u a l o p p o rtu n ity  of success fo r each function . E ach  o rg an iza tio n  was a llo tted  
ad eq u a te  and  e q u ita b le  “ ad v ertis in g ” space fo r posters a ro u n d  th e  b u ild in g , 
and  no fun c tio n  was allow ed to be too close to any p reced in g  one.

In  D ecem ber, th e  S tuden t C ouncil chose two s tu d en t rep resen ta tiv es  to  
a tte n d  a s tu d en t conference held  in  C hicago d u rin g  th e  C hristm as recess. T hese 
two m en w ere E d F a rre ll and  Jo h n  Io rio . A t th e  first J a n u a ry  m eetin g  of th e  
C ouncil these m en  su b m itted  to th a t body  a len g th y  and  d e ta iled  re p o rt on th e  
p roceed ings of th e  conference, along  w ith  th e  suggestion th a t  p e rm an en t re p re ­
sen ta tives to the  C hicago S tu d en t C onference and  th e  N a tio n a l F e d e ra tio n  of
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C ath o lic  College S tuden ts be ap p o in ted . T his suggestion was acted  upon  by th e  
S tu d en t C ouncil, and  p e rm an en t rep resen ta tives and  a lte rna tes, from  th e  stud en t 
body , w ere chosen.

A t th e  sam e m eeting  in  Jan u a ry , p lans w ere discussed fo r th e  first general 
e lec tio n  by  th e  s tu d en t body  of th e  P res id en t of th e  S tuden t C ouncil. D uring  
th e  fo llow ing  w eek th e  S enior Class n o m in a ted  G eorge G illesp ie and  D on M etz 
as opposing  cand id a tes  fo r th e  presidency . A fte r a sp irited  two w eek cam paign, 
th e  e lec tions w ere conducted  d u rin g  th e  A nn u al R etrea t. W hen th e  ballo ts  w ere 
ta llie d , G eorge G illesp ie  em erged  victorious. T he score: 176-171.

D u rin g  th e  S p ring  Sem ester, th e  pre-w ar policy  of conducting  F rid ay  
m o rn in g  gen era l assem blies, p resided  at by th e  P re s id en t of th e  S tu d en t C oun­
cil, was re -in stitu ted . In  an effort to p ro p ag a te  school sp ir it am ong th e  studen ts, 
th e  “A lm a M ate r” and  th e  “R ed & B lue M arching  Song” w ere sung at each 
assem bly. In v ita tio n s  w ere ex tended  to th e  various clubs to conduct one as­
sem bly  ap iece, a t w hich  th e  o rgan iza tion  w ould have an o p p o rtu n ity  of ex­
p o u n d in g  its aim s, purposes, and  activ ities to th e  s tu d en t body a t large. M any 
in te re s tin g  ta lk s  w ere given at these assem blies by inv ited  speakers, and  th e  
s tu d en ts  began  to  look  fo rw ard  to F rid ay  m orn ing  fo r th e ir  w eekly h o u r of 
e n lig h te n m e n t and  en te rta in m en t.

As an  over-all p ic tu re , th e  year 1946-1947 w itnessed th e  re-activation  and 
p ro d ig io u s d eve lopm en t of th e  S tuden t C ouncil to a position  of au th o rity  and 
h o nor.
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