
H ow  and  w hy T H E  1947 FR A N C ISC A N  was ever p u b lish ed  can be a p tly  
te rm ed  tw in  64 d o lla r  questions. I t  is d o u b tfu l if  even th e  fam ed  A nsw er 
M an is ah le  to  find th e  answ ers to these quesries. O nly  a th o ro u g h  analysis o f 
a ll th e  cond itions w hich  su rro u n d ed  th e  p u b lica tio n  of th e  College Y ear B ook, 
a f te r  a lapse of fo u r years, can y ield  th e  answ er.

E arly  in  O ctober, th e  S enior Class convened at one of its re g u la r  b i-m o n th ly  
m eetings, and  discussed th e  question  th a t h ad  been  p riv a te ly  ta lk e d  of fo r 
weeks— “ S hould  we p u b lish  a year book  th is  y e a r? ” M uch was said  b o th  fo r 
and  against th e  p roposal, and th e  Class was qu ite  evenly  d iv id ed  in  its  o p in io n . 
A fte r leng th y  discussion and d e lib e ra tio n , it was finally  decided  th a t  we w ould  
tak e  a chance. A ccordingly , th e  p ro p e r  contacts w ere m ade w ith  th e  cover m a n u ­
fa c tu re r  and th e  p u b lish e r, and  th ings w ere u n d e r way.

D esiring  to  have bo th  halves of th e  class eq u a lly  rep re sen ted  on th e  Staff, 
co-E ditors— E d “K nocky” Johnson  and  D on M etz— and co-Business M anagers—  
E d  F lem ing  and C harlie  R e ise rt— w ere chosen. F ra n k  C ostello  was chosen to  be 
th e  S ports E d ito r , and  Jack  Q u inn  assum ed th e  position  of P h o to g ra p h ic  E d ito r . 
In  tu rn , each m em b er of th e  Class was given a defin ite  jo b  to  do, and , a lth o u g h  
no specific title s  w ere a ttach ed  to  these tasks, each m an  becam e an in te g ra l p a r t  
of th e  m ach ine .

I he E d ito r ia l Staff spent m any  long h ours ed itin g  and  p ro o f-read in g  copy 
fo r th e  book , w hile  th e  m em bers of th e  B usiness Staff stuffed th e  m ails  and  k e p t 
th e  te lep h o n e  w ires h o t in  th e ir  effort to  secure ads. T he P h o to g ra p h ic  D e p a r t­
m en t had  its own headaches, w hat w ith  devising a su itab le  schedu le  fo r  tak in g  
p ic tu res  and  th e n  seeing th a t it was ca rried  out efficiently. N o r was th e  task
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of th e  S ports  E d ito r  a ll m ilk  and  honey, for, w hat h ad  o rig ina ted  as a one sport 
p ro g ram , soon developed  in to  a th ree  sp o rt one, th e re b y  ju s t tr ip lin g  th e  w ork 
necessary. To us w ho h ad  favored th e  p u b lica tio n  of T H E  FA N C ISC A N  from  
th e  b eg in n in g  it  was very  g ra tify ing  to w itness th e  m an n er in  w hich all, even 
those  w ho h ad  at first opposed th e  p lan , ch ip p ed  in  and carried  ou t assignm ents 
c h ee rfu lly  an d  efficiently. W ith o u t such u n ity  of action  th e  task  w ould have been 
even m ore  difficult th a n  it was.

Lest we forget, th e  en tire  Staff w ishes to express its h e a rtfe lt g ra titu d e  to 
a ll those  w ho in  any way coopera ted  w ith  us in  ou r u n d ertak in g , especially  
those  u n d e r  classm en w ho responded  to ou r wishes so unhesita ting ly . O ur sin­
cerest w ish is th a t they , too, shall be greeted  w ith  an equal am oun t of coopera­
tio n  w hen  th is  task falls to th em  in  years to  come.

H ere , th en , are th e  answ ers to  th e  questions. W h y ?— because we tru ly  fe lt 
th a t  th e  college year, especially  fo r th e  Senior Class, w ould no t have been 
com ple te  w ith o u t a Y ear Book. D espite  th e  difficulties w hich w ere posed, we 
w ere d e te rm in ed  to p u b lish  T H E  1947 FR A N C ISC A N . T he answ er is sheer de­
te rm in a tio n . H o w ?— th ro u g h  th e  u n fa ilin g  efforts of th e  Staff, p lus th e  co­
o p e ra tio n  of th e  en tire  Senior Class and  m any  u n d e r classm en. A lthough  we 
w ere en tire ly  devoid  of all lite ra ry  ta len t, we pooled  ou r resources, in th e  tru e  
F ran c iscan  m an n e r, evened off th e  rough  edges, and  so p roduced  T H E  1947 
FR A N C ISC A N . T h e  answ er, th en , is w h o leh earted  su p p o rt and cooperation .


