
Each one of us has a different story of how  we came to  St . Francis, and we all have experiences that 
HAVE PROFOUNDLY IMPACTED OUR LIVES. I BELIEVE THERE IS A PLAN FOR EACH OF US. THING S HAPPEN FOR A REASON. 

Even though it may not seem like the right path at the time, one day we look back and we realize that 
THINGS HAPPENED EXACTLY AS THEY SHOULD HAVE.

FO R EXAMPLE, I NEVER IMAGINED I WOULD GRADUATE FROM A COLLEGE LIKE St . FRANCIS! I GRADUATED FROM 

HIGH SCHOOL IN 1999 ...IN  O H IO . W ho  WOULD HAVE THOUGHT I WOULD END UP A St . FRANCIS GRADUATE IN 

Brooklyn in 20084 But my road from there to here wasn’t  easy. M y life has been rich with experiences, 
YET (jNPRIpICTABLE AND FULL OF SURPRISES. I HAD ALWAYS WANTED TO GO TO COLLEGE, AND WITH THE HELP OF SOME 

KEY. PEOPLE, LIKE MY HUSBAND JO H N , I WAS ABLE TO PUT MY LIFE ON TRACK, HE HAS CHANGED MY LIFE IN WAYS I 

/COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED.

I MET ANOTHER INFLUENTIAL MAN IN N E W  YORK. H e IS A FRANCISCAN BROTHER WHO GOES BY THE NAME OF 

Brother G eorge. M y first experience of St . Francis was in his office in the summer of 2004. At the time,
I WAS WORKING AS A RESERVATIONISTS’ FOR A FAMOUS CHEF, UNSATISFIED, AND I HEARD THAT EMPLOYEES AT St . FRAN 

CIS ARE ALLOWED TO TAKE SIX CREDITS PER SEMESTER AS PART OF THEIR BENEFITS PACKAGE. It  SOUNDED LIKE A PRETTY 

SWEET DEAL! I HAD AN APPOINTMENT WITH BROTHER GEORGE, WHO INFORMED ME THAT AT THE RATE OF SIX CREDITS 

PER SEMESTER, IT WOULD TAKE ME ABOUT TEN YEARS TO GRADUATE. I WALKED INTO HIS OFFICE THINKING I WAS ON A 

JO B  INTERVIEW, AND I WALKED OUT A FULL TIME STUDENT..

W e have been given the gift of education. W e have been taught to never stop QUESTIONING, EN­

COURAGED TO MAKE OUR OWN TRAIL INSTEAD OF ACCEPTING BARRIERS, AND TO INCORPORATE THE FRANCISCAN SPIRIT 

INTO OUR EVERYDAY LIVES. W H A T  WE HAVE LEARNED D ID N’T ONLY TAKE PLACE IN THE CLASSROOM, BUT WITHIN THE 

ENTIRE COLLEGE COMMUNITY. O u R  LIVES HAVE BEEN ENRICHED BY ONE ANOTHER. ALL OF US WILL AGREE THAT AS WE 

WALK THROUGH THE ONE AND ONLY ENTRANCE TO St . FRANCIS, WE ARE SURROUNDED BY STUDENTS AND FACULTY 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD. A FEW WEEKS AGO, I WAS AT O ’KEEFE’S WITH A GROUP OF FRIENDS TO CFI ERR ATF THE 
COMPLETION OF OUR THESIS. SITTING AT THE TABLE WERE PEOPLE FROM DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS: PUERTO RlCAN, 

South A merican, Irish, Italian, A rmenian, Polish... just to name a few. T his is the magic that floods our 
HALLS EVERY DAY. O U R  SCHOOL IS LIKE A MINI UNITED N A TIO N S... WE CELEBRATE OUR DIFFERENCES AND WE ALL SUP­

PORT ONE ANOTHER AND TREAT EACH OTHER WITH RESPECT. TH A T IS THE SPIRIT, THE ESSENCE OF St . FRANCIS C O L­
LEGE.

A nd so graduates, you all have individuals who have made an impact and loving people to stand 
behind you on your journey. Let us not forget what we have accomplished together, and remember to 
APPROACH THE REST OF YOUR LIFE WITH THE SAME DEDICATION AND ENTHUSIASM. T H IS DAY IS BOTH AN ENDING AND 

A BEGINNING. A s  WE LEAVE THE COMFORT OF OUR ST. FRANCIS FAMILY, WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID. TAKE WHAT YOU 

HAVE LEARNED HERE AND CARRY IT WITH YOU. LlFE W O N 'T  ALWAYS BE EASY, BUT THE C H ALLENGES MAKE US STRONGER 

AND WISER.

\  C ongratulations class of 2008 and I wish you all the best of luck.



G O O D BY E SFC

Pulling all nighters 
Papers galore

Just when you think you' re done reading 
Professors assign you more

A ll night play rehearsals 
Schools dances and field trips 

G oing to the bar after a huge final 
Just to have a few sips

I’ve made some great friends 
A nd memories I ’ll never forget 

I’ve even fallen in love

T o one of the most loving guys I ’ve ever met

Formed great relationships with Professors 
I 've learned to come out of my shell 

Learned lessons about life 
Some I can 't  wait to tell

St . Francis was more than a college 
For a long time it was a place I called home 

W hether it was sitting in the lounge with friends 
O r going around the neighborhood just to roam

Friends and I would play cards in the cafeteria 
U ntil the security guards would kick us out 

But we knew if we gave them some food 
T hey’d let us play a little longer, without a doubt

Valentine’s D ay auctions 
O ur very first M urder M ystery N ight 

Being a part of Relay for Life 
All on our campus of Brooklyn H eights

M y time here was not just about academics 
It was a time that let me grow 

I LEARNED W HO I TRULY WAS
I FOUND OUT THINGS ABOUT MYSELF THAT I DIDN’T EVEN KNOW

I LEARNED THAT I WAS INTELLIGENT 

I LEARNED THAT I WAS STRONG 

I LEARNED THAT I COULD DO ANYTHING I PUT MY MIND TO 

Even if I took too  long

I’ve been the Van W ilder of St . Francis 
I ’ve been here for 6 years 
I HAD LEFT AND COME BACK

D espite of all my fears

Because if there is anything that I 've been 
taught

It was that I was made to do  great things 
Besides going out and partying 

O r going to  A nnie’s for happy hour or even 
JUST TO SING

T hese were some of the best years of my life 
A  TIME I d o n ’t  REGRET 

A TIME OF GREAT LEARNING AND FUN 

W ith people I 'll never forget

So THIS IS MY GOODBYE LETTER 

T o  A SCHOOL THAT HAS BEEN SO GREAT 

C ongratulations guys! W e did it!
C lass of 2008!!
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