
CW'o-T h e  s tu d y  o f  l i te ra tu re  is s im i la r  to  th a t  o f  re l ig io n  a n d  p h i l ­
o s o p h y  in  th a t  it ,  to o , p lace s  s tro n g  e m p h a s is  u p o n  m a n ’s s p ir i tu a l 
a n d  m o ra l d e v e lo p m e n t.  W h i le  r e l ig io n  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y  m ig h t  
be  te rm e d  th e  p u re  d is c ip l in e s ,  l i te r a tu r e  does have  som e p o s it iv e  
re a c tio n  o n  th e  g ra p h s  o f  m a n ’s m a te r ia l d e v e lo p m e n t.  C o n s id e r ­
in g  l i te ra tu re  in  its  e n t ir e ty ,  i t  re p re s e n ts  a v a lu e  o f  m o re  p r o ­
fu n d i t y  th a n  m a t te r  fo r  b o th  a n a ly s is  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t ;  i t  is 
m a n k in d ’s k e y  to  th e  p a s t an d  to  s o m e th in g  o f  a u n iv e rs a l fu tu re .

T h e  E n g lis h  m a jo r  in  a p p ro a c h in g  l i te ra tu re  f in d s  h im s e lf  
s t r iv in g  to  a t ta in  tw o  m a in  o b je c t iv e s :  to  a n a ly z e  a n d  c r i t ic iz e  
w o rk s  o f  l i te ra ry  a r t ;  a n d  to  a c q u ire  a k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  h is to ry  
o f  l i te ra tu re  as m a n ’s e x p re s s io n  o f  resp on se  to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t  
in  su cce ss ive  s tages o f  c u ltu re .  T h e  la t te r  o b je c t iv e  is o f  p a r ­
t ic u la r  im p o r ta n c e  to  th e  E n g lis h  m a jo r  b e cau se  i t  h e lp s  h im  
u n d e rs ta n d  m a n k in d  as a p ro d u c t  o f  n o t  m e re ly  c o n te m p o ra ry  
b u t  o f  p a s t c u l tu re  as w e ll.
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T h e  S oc ia l S c ie n ce  D e p a r tm e n t o f  St. F ra n c is  C o lle g e  o f fe r s  

th e  s tu d e n ts  a b ro a d e r scop e  o f  s u b je c ts  th a n  a n y  o th e r  d e p a r t ­

m e n t.  I t  seeks to  d e v e lo p  th e  s tu d e n t ’s to ta l p e rs o n a lity  b y  c re a t­

in g  an  aw areness  o f  h is  p o s it io n  a n d  d u t ie s  in  s o c ie ty . Each o f  

th e  s o c ia l sc ie n c e s  has fo r  its  p e c u l ia r  fu n c t io n  th e  o r ie n ta t io n  o f  

th e  s tu d e n t  w ith  s o c ia l re a lity .  T h e  ra n g e  o f  s o c ia l s c ie n c e  m a y  

be  s u b -d iv id e d  in to  fo u r  m a in  g ro u p s : H is to ry ,  S o c io lo g y , G o v e rn ­

m e n t a n d  E con om ics .


