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|_IKE all approved religious orders of the Church, the Third Order of St. 
Francis is a specific way of life, a Rule based upon the Gospel life of Christ.

Flowing from the essence of the Gospel translated into terms of every day life 
for the lay person, the spirit of this society functions as a hidden agent in­
fluencing its members to lead a thoroughly Catholic life. Inspiring all in its 
fold to Catholic Action in every other society to which they belong, the Third 
Order affords to all a model of true Franciscan activity.
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