
m iration and g ratitude of the S tudent Council.
This year found the  re tu rn  of Saint Francis 

m en to studen t in tercollegiate organizations. The 
S tudent Council has selected m en to represen t 
the college for the first tim e in a year a t the 
m eetings of the “N ational S tudent Association”. 
In te rest in the “N ational F edera tion  of C atholic 
College S tudents” has been revived and our stu ­
dents have actively p artic ipa ted  in its m eetings. 
H ow ever, if Saint Francis is to  regain its place 
of prom inence in these organization, m ore stu ­
dents m ust come forth  and take their places b e ­
side those m en w ho are already serving in these 
groups. P articipation in in tercollegiate activities 
spreads the influence of our school and  aids in 
the  personal enjoym ent and  developm ent of the 
individual.

R epresentatives of Saint Francis once again 
took an active p a rt in the S tudent C onference on 
Public Affairs held  a t Albany. O nce again our 
representatives assum ed a prom inent position at 
the m ettings. I t  is the hope of the Council that 
Saint Francis m en will continue to do so in sub­
sequent years.

The S tudent Council, w ith  the guidance of its 
m oderator form ulated  plans for the Saint P a t­
rick’s D ay Parade. T he success was due m ainly 
to the  students’ excellent tu rn o u t and splendid 
spirit of cooperation. If the  students desire to 
partic ipate  in this affair they need only show 
their intentions by determ ining to engage in it 
to the fu llest extent.

This year the S tuden t Council a ttem pted  to 
expand the  social activities of the school. In 
m aking up  the social calendar the Council m ade 
provisions for the usual class, club and  fratern ity  
affairs and in addition it added  a S tudent C oun­
cil sm oker and a dance for the benefit of the 
A thletic Association. Am ple opportun ity  was 
thus given for a fu ller and m ore rounded  social 
year. O nly those students who a tten d ed  these 
affairs can attest to the ir success; b u t one ind i­
cation is th a t those w ho w ent to one usually w ent 
to m ost of the others. T he S tudent Council, re ­
ceiving the assistance and  cooperation of the 
A thletic Association secured busses in order to 
enable the students to a ttend  basketball games 
in this area. These bus trips enabled  some stu ­
dents to see games at G arden City, Long Island; 
South O range, N ew  Jersey; Storrs, C onnecticut 
and  Troy, N ew  York. T he A thletic Association, 
com plying w ith  students’ wishes organized a var­

sity baseball team  and en larged the in tram ural 
program . All activities such as these depend  
upon a large and enthusiastic response on the 
p a rt of the students. W ithou t it nothing can be 
a success.

T he S tudent Council is in tended  to serve the 
interests of the College. M ade up  of rep resen ta­
tives of the students, the  Council is dependen t 
upon the in terest, the  participation, the  criticism  
of all the  students. W ithou t this in terest the  
Council is nothing; w ith  it, the  Council is m uch. 
T he students have a righ t to have a free self- 
governm ent. T hey  have a righ t to organize and 
operate  their activities. Such rights dem and th a t 
the  studen t work in order to m aintain them . If 
the  studen t loses these rights, he  has only h im ­
self to blam e, for he has failed to  hold  them  
dear. If w e wish to conduct our ow n affairs w e 
m ust do it well. Thus the responsibility lies, not 
in a small clique, b u t in the en tire  s tuden t body. 
Each student m ust do his u tm ost to preserve stu ­
den t governm ent rights. If he fails to do so, he 
has no right to com plain if such privileges are 
taken from  his jurisdiction.

The S tudent Council is indeb ted  to its m odera­
tor, to the  College A dm inistration and  faculty  
for their in terest and  concern and especially to 
those students w ho have given their active sup­
port. W hatever small degree of success we have 
achieved is due, in no small part, to them . It is 
our fervent hope tha t such support will increase 
in volum e and intensity, thus assuring the next 
Council a g reater degree of success.

BERNARD P. DONATO 
Student Council President, 1951-52
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