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O n ce  a g a in  St. F ra n c is  C o lle g e  re c e iv e d  a b id  to  th e  N a t io n a l C a th o l ic  In v ita t io n  
T o u rn a m e n t  an d  o n ce  a g a in  th e  T e r r ie rs  w e re  th e  s u rp r is e  te a m  o f  th e  to u rn a m e n t.  
D a n n y  L y n c h ’s c re w  was d e te rm in e d  n o t t o  s e tt le  fo r  seco nd  p la c e  as i t  ha d  d o n e  in  

p re v io u s  yea rs .
In  th e  f i r s t  g a m e  o f  th e  to u rn e y ,  St. F ra n c is  d o w n e d  th e  G u lf  S ta te  c h a m p io n , S p r in g  

H i l l  o f  M o b ile ,  7 4 -6 5 .  S toke s  an d  R e a rd o n  w ith  2 2  a n d  19 p o in ts  le d  th e  T e r r ie r  
c h a rg e . Lo ras  o f  Iow a, w ith  a season ’s re c o rd  o f  2 6 -3 ,  w as th e  n e x t  v ic t im  o f  th e  
L y n c h m e n . In  a t ig e r - l ik e  b a t t le  a ll th e  w ay, St. F ra n c is  e k e d  o u t  a 6 5 -6 3  w in  in  th e  
q u a r te r - f in a ls .  Le  M o y n e , th e  F o rd h a m  o f  S yracuse , a f te r  d e fe a t in g  S iena , w as fa v o re d  
to  w in  th e  t i t le .  T h e y  p ro v e d  q u ite  v u ln e ra b le  to  th e  fa s t  b re a k in g  B ro o k ly n ite s ,  a n d  
w e n t d o w n  to  a s ta r t l in g  8 4 -6 6  u p se t. C o -c a p ta in  R oy R e a rd o n , s c o r in g  18 p o in ts ,  b e ­
c a m e  th e  f i r s t  St. F ra n c is  e a g e r to  h i t  th e  1 0 0 0  m a rk . In  th e  f in a ls ,  St. F ra n c is  m e t 
S e a ttle  U n iv e rs ity ,  P a c if ic  N o r th w e s t c h a m p io n s , w h o  had  an  a lm o s t u n b e lie v a b le  sea ­
s o n ’s re c o rd  o f  3 2 -4 .  Ray R u d z in s k i a g a in  paced  th e  te a m  w ith  2 6  p o in ts  as th e  T e r r ie rs  
b la s te d  S e a ttle  9 3 -7 9 .  J o h n  O ’ B r ie n  w h o  ta l l ie d  4 5  p o in ts  in  th e  s e m i- f in a ls  w as h e ld  to  
a m e re  1 4  m a rk e rs  b y  th e  F ranc iscan s .

R oy R e a rd on , w h o  was s e le c te d  th e  n u m b e r  on e  m a n  o n  th e  a l l- s ta r  te a m , sco re d  
6 4  ta ll ie s  d u r in g  th e  to u rn a m e n t .  Ray R u d z in s k i a n d  V e rn  S tokes  w e re  ru n n e rs -u p  w ith  
6 3  a n d  6 2 . J im  L u is i was p la c e d  o n  th e  a l l - s ta r  te a m  a n d  J a c k  W a ls h  was v o te d  th e  b e s t 
d e fe n s iv e  p la y e r. D a n n y  L y n c h  was a c c la im e d  b y  a ll,  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  coa ch  o f  
th e  a n n u a l a f fa i r .


