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H is to ry  re c o rd s  h u m a n  p ro g re s s  o r  th e  la c k  o f  i t  in  p a r t ic u la r  

ep och s . S o c io lo g y  s tu d ie s  g ro u p s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  in  in te ra c t io n .  

D i f f e r e n t  s ch o o ls  o f  s o c ia l th o u g h t  a re  s tu d ie d  a n d  a re  c o m ­

p a re d  to  th e  t r u th  th a t  is C h r is t ia n ity .  G o v e rn m e n t has as its  p u r ­

pose th e  a w a k e n in g  in  th e  s tu d e n t o f  a p o lit ic a l co n sc io usne ss . T h e  

s tu d e n t  q u ic k ly  re c o g n iz e s  th a t  th e  s ta te  w h ic h  does n o t l im i t  

i t s e l f  b y  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  D iv in e  law  w i l l  be u n ju s t  in  its  re la t io n s  

to  on e  o r  m o re  g ro u p s  in  s o c ie ty . E co n o m ics  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

p ro d u c t io n ,  c o n s u m p tio n  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n .  T h e  s tu d e n t  is ac­

q u a in te d  w ith  m e th o d s  o f  p ro v id in g  a m o re  e q u ita b le  d is t r ib u ­

t io n  o f  goods.
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T o  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  o f  St. F ra n c is  w h o  m a k e  th e  c h o ic e  o f  
b e c o m in g  m a th e m a tic s  m a jo rs , i t  soon be co m e s  a p p a re n t th a t  
th is  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  p re s e n ts  f o r  th e m  no  s m a ll c h a lle n g e . H o w ­
eve r, th e y  a lso  soon re a liz e  th a t  w i th  th e  s u c c e s s fu l c o m p le t io n  
o f  each  o f  th e ir  m a th  cou rses  th e re  com e s  a u n iq u e ly  e x a lte d  
sense o f  a c h ie v e m e n t.  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t a im s  th ro u g h  te a c h in g  
m a th e m a tic s , to  d e v e lo p  in  th e  s tu d e n t an  a b i l i t y  to  t h in k  an d  
to  m a k e  use o f  a v a ila b le  in fo rm a t io n .  A p p lic a t io n s  in v o lv in g  a 
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e o ry  an d  n o t m e re  m e c h a n ic s  o f  o p e ra tio n  a re  
p r im a ry .  F o r h e lp in g  th e  s tu d e n t o b ta in  c le a re r  c o n c e p ts  o f  t im e ,  
space, q u a n t i ty  a n d  th e ir  in te r re la t io n s ,  k e e n  a n a ly s is  is c o n ­

s ta n t ly  s tressed .

H o w e v e r, th e  fu n c t io n in g  o f  th e  M a th e m a t ic s  D e p a r tm e n t 
is n o t c o n f in e d  to  th e  c la s s ro o m  a n d  fo r  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  in te r ­
es te d  in  m a th e m a tic s  a p a r t  f r o m  fo rm a l sch o o l w o rk , th e  M a th e ­
m a tic s  C lu b  was fo u n d e d . O p e ra t io n  o f  th e  s lid e  ru le , th e  th e o ry  
o f  p ro b a b i l i t y  a n d  th e  h is to ry  o f  m a th e m a t ic s  a re  b u t  a fe w  th e  

to p ic s  d iscusse d .
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